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Amendments to the Drawings 

Please replace Figures 1C and 1 D with the Replacement Drawing Sheets accompanying 
this submission. The changes made in the Replacement Sheets are fully described in the 
Remarks Section of this Submission, and are noted on the Annotated Sheets included in the 
Appendix. 



Attachments: Replacement Sheets for Figures 1 C (1 1 sheets) and 1 D (1 4 sheets) 

Annotated Sheet Showing Changes to Figures 1 C (1 1 sheets) and 1 D (1 4 sheets) 



17 



USSN 10/723,434 
Docket No: AX0001ID 
July 2, 2009 

Remarks 

Status 

The application has been placed in condition for allowance, except for formal matters 
which have to be resolved in order to put the specification into compliance with the sequence 
listing rules set forth in 37 C.F.R. §§1.821 - 1.825. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 

Quayle. 

Claims 7, 8, 28 and 33-38 are allowable. 

The Office Action mailed from the USPTO on May 5, 2009 indicates that upon 
Applicants resolution < of the formal matters indicated in the Office Action, the Examiners 
Amendment, which was attached to the Office Action will be entered into the record, and a Notice 
of Allowance will subsequently be issued. 

Formal Matters Noted in the Office Action 

The Office Action indicates that the disclosure of the instant application is rejected 
because "there are sequences disclosed in the specification and drawings which are not properly 
identified by sequence identification numbers" (Office Action, page 2). Furthermore, it is noted 
that the specification lists SEQ ID NOS: which are not currently present in the sequence listing 
which only contains 156 sequences. The Office Action indicates that Applicants should review 
the application in its entirety to ensure compliance with the sequence listing rules. 

Amendments to the Specification 

The above-mentioned amendments are made to insert the required SEQ ID NO 
identifiers assigned to numerous sequences that are disclosed in the specification, but which 
were not included in the original sequence listing. 

The figure legends for Figures 1A and 1B have been amended to describe the 
sequences disclosed and the figures and to include SEQ ID NOS:. 

The figure legends for Figures 1C and Figure 1D have been amended to indicate that 
the VUFR sequences are set forth as consecutive framework segments (i.e., FR1, FR2, FR3 and 
FR4) and CDR (i.e., CDR1, CDR2 and CDR3) placeholders. 

The amendment made on page 26, line 24 to page 27, line 21 of the specification are 
made to correct sequence discrepancies in SEQ ID NOS 31 1-337. Namely, the first two residues, 
"CA," were inserted into the sequences at the N-terminal. Support for said correction may be 
found in Figure 1 D wherein the correct sequences are disclosed. No new matter has been added. 

Paper and computer-readable copies of a Substitute Sequence Listing which includes 
all 443 sequences disclosed in the instant specification have been provided, along with an 
amendment requesting entry of the substitute sequence listing into the specification. In addition, 
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the paper and computer readable copies of the Sequence Listing is accompanied by a Statement 
indicating that the substitute sequence submitted herewith does not include new matter and that 
the content of the paper and computer-readable listings are the same. 

Amendments to the Drawings 

Amendments to the Drawings 

Figure 1C 

Replacement Sheets are provided for Figures 1C and 1D. The Figure 1C and 1D 
Replacement Sheets (11 sheets for Figure 1C and 14 sheets for Figure 1D) are included in the 
Appendix along with Annotated Sheets Showing Changes. 

The first 5 sheets of Figure 1C (which comprises a total of 1 1 sheets) provide amino acid 
sequence information for various VL chains of selected anti-VEGF antibodies. As noted on the 
Annotated Sheets for Figure 1C, the replacement drawing includes a change to SEQ ID NO: 10 
(which occurs on sheet 1 of Figure 1C). As noted in the annotated sheet accompanying this 
submission, this sequence was originally set forth as having an N-terminal "I" residue, however 
the correct N-terminal residue is "D." The replacement sheet sets forth the correct amino acid for 
SEQ ID NO: 10. The corrected sheet contains no new matter. Support for the corrected sequence 
can be found in the Sequence Listing which was filed with the application. No changes were 
made to the sequences disclosed on sheets 2-7. 

The last 4 sheets (sheets 8-1 1 ) of Figure 1 C provide amino acid sequence information for 
various VL/FRs of selected anti-VEGF antibodies. As noted above (in the Amendments to the 
Specification section) the Figure legend has been amended to indicate that the VL7FR sequences 
are set forth as consecutive framework segments (i.e., FR1, FR2, FR3 and FR4) and CDR (i.e., 
CDR1 , CDR2 and CDR3) placeholders. 

The format of last 4 sheets of Figure 1C has been amended to bring the disclosure into 
compliance with the sequence listing rules by providing each of the framework segments a unique 
SEQ ID NO:. Therefore, each of the frameworks set forth on sheets 7-1 1 of Figure 1 C comprises 
4 consecutive framework segments (i.e., FR1 , FR2, FR3, and FR4) with intervening CDR regions 
occurring at the positions indicated by the placeholders (CDR1 , CDR2 and CDR3). The text 
provided above each of the VL amino acid sequences has been amended to provide a list of SEQ 
ID NOS: comprising each of the disclosed VL framework sequences. No new matter was added 
by this amendment. The specification as filed provides support for the recitation of the terms FR1 , 
FR2, FR3 and FR4 on page 64, lines 15-16. 
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Figure 1D 

The first 9 sheets of Figure 1D (which comprises a total of 14 sheets) provide amino acid 
sequence information for various VH chains of selected anti-VEGF antibodies. The replacement 
sheets for Figure 1 D include two amendments made to correct typographical errors. As indicated 
on page 3 of the annotated sheets, spaces were deleted from the beginning of SEQ ID NO:79 to 
make the sequence information begin at the left-justified margin. In addition, the format of the 
term "SEQ ID NO: n on sheet 4 of Figure 1D was corrected for SEQ ID NO: 90. The corrected 
sheets contain no new matter. No changes were made to sheets 1-2 and 5-12. 

The last 2 sheets (sheets 13 and 14) of Figure 1D provide amino acid sequence 
information for various VH/FRs of selected anti-VEGF antibodies. As noted above the Figure 
legend has been amended to indicate that the VH/FR sequences are set forth as consecutive 
framework segments (i.e., FR1, FR2, FR3 and FR4) and CDR (ie., CDR1, CDR2 and CDR3) 
placeholders. The format of last 4 sheets of Figure 1 D has been amended to bring the disclosure 
into compliance with the sequence listing rules by providing each of the framework sequences a 
unique SEQ ID NO:. Therefore, each of the frameworks set forth on sheets 13-14 of Figure 1D 
comprises 4 consecutive framework regions (i.e., FR1, FR2, FR3, and FR4) with intervening CDR 
regions occurring at the positions indicated by the placeholders (CDR1, CDR2 and CDR3). The 
text provided above each of the VH sequences has been amended to provide a list of SEQ ID 
NOS: comprising each of the disclosed VH framework sequences. No new matter was added by 
this amendment. The specification as filed provides support for the recitation of the terms FR1 , 
FR2, FR3 and FR4 on page 64, lines 15-16. 
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Summary 

For the reasons set forth hereinabove, Applicants believe that the present 
application is now in condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration of the application as 
amended is respectfully requested. Applicants respectfully request that a timely Notice of 
Allowance be issued for this case. 

If a telephone interview would be of assistance in advancing prosecution of the 
subject application, applicants' undersigned attorney invites the Examiner to telephone her at the 
number provided below. 



Respectfully submitted, 

By Qj^OCh^ 

Patricia Chisholm 
Reg. No. 45,822 
Assistant Counsel 



MERCK & CO., INC. 
P.O. Box 2000 

Rahway, New Jersey 07065-0907 
July 2, 2009 (732) 594-5738 
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